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January 15, 2020
New Year-New Creations-New Power

Mountain Chapel: Two weeks ago, I was sharing God’s Word at the outdoor chapel on top of Crested 
Butte Mountain.  As everyone introduced themselves, I realized that we had two VIPS in our midst.  
Noah and Jonah were both in attendance!  Thoughts came to mind of when Jesus, Moses and Elijah met 
on the Mount of Transfiguration! In this case, Noah and Jonah were wonderful boys from Dallas who 
paid careful attention to the message.  In fact, they took my notes and went over them later with their 
parents.

The message was, “It’s a New Year-We Are New Creations-We Have Been Given New Power!”  You see, 
I’m one of those who really likes the New Year.  It gives me a chance to “reset” my priorities, my schedule, 
and most of all, my devotion to our Savior.  It’s a chance to remember that I’m a New Creation.  I have 
been forgiven of my sin, been made righteous in God’s eyes, and have been given a mission by my Savior 
(2 Corinthians 5:17-21).  In addition, I have been given New Power; the person-work-gifts and fruit of the 
Holy Spirit, in order to live my new life in His power (Acts 1:8).  

December Happenings: Of course, December was a busy and blessed month for all of us.  December 1st, 
we had the privilege of sharing at First Baptist Church of Josephine, TX (Josephine is a small but 
growing community NE of Dallas-we’ll be returning there February 2-5).  Then our focus became more 
local with Saturday Night Worship Services, weekly discipleship training, a myriad of ski school meetings 
and teaching skiing.  Melva and I had the privilege of conducting two “Celebrations of Life” for local 
families.  In mid-December we started our weekly Bible study for ski area employees and the Sunday 
afternoon mountain chapel services.  I recorded several Christmas devotionals for the local radio station 
as well.  

On December 31st, I led a prayer for over 75 ski instructors before we skied down the mountain in our 
annual torchlight parade.  This prayer is a tradition I’ve been able to lead for over 40 winters.  It started 
one New Years Eve when the ski school director turned to me and called out, “Rick, pray for us!”  and 
has continued through five directors.  Invariably, one or more instructors talk to me later about the 
prayer.  By the way, I really appreciate your prayers for our safety as we ski down a black diamond run, 
in the dark, holding highway flares!

“Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His godly ones” (Psalm 116:15): Several wonderful 
friends went to be with our Savior during the past month.  Glenn Miller, a college roommate, ministry co-
worker, and best man at our wedding left us suddenly.  John Dennison, longtime friend, ministry 
supporter and godly example passed in San Antonio.  Ski buddy and ministry friend Monty Goodwyn 
was “promoted to glory” January 2.  1 Thessalonians 4:13 reminds us that even though we grieve, we 
don’t grieve as those who have no hope.  As born-again followers of Jesus, we know where they are right 
now, in His presence, and that we will join them soon to enjoy heaven’s joys forever!
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Rick Barton Ministries

April 1, 2024

"What Kind of Fool Am I?"
Years ago, Sammy Davis Jr sang a song called, "What Kind of Fool Am I?". The lyrics included, "What
kind of fool am I? Who never fell in love? It seems that I'm the only one l've been thinking of."

As I was preparing this month's newsletter, this theme kept coming back to me. What kind of fool
would I be to think: there is no God (Psalm 14:1a), that He doesn't care for me (1 Peter 5:7), that |
am left alone to face life's struggles (John 14:16-18), that there is no plan or purpose for my life
(Jeremiah 29:11), or that I have no assurance of my salvation and eternal life (1 John 5:11-12).

Then, I wonder what kind of fool I am to think we can do these wonderful ministries in our own
strength. As we enter our 55th year of ministry and 53rd year of marriage (June 6), we are more in
awe than ever of our Lord's grace. A huge part of that grace is the godly men and women He has
surrounded us with. Some have gone ahead into the dwelling place He has prepared for them.
Others, like you, are still with us, encouraging, praying for, and setting examples for us of zeal and
holiness. Please pray with us that we will forsake foolish thoughts and press forward in and by His
grace alone.

March went by sooo quickly! I taught skiing two days a week, led a weekly Bible study for ski
instructors, taught a weekly Systematic Theology class, preached on Saturday Nights, and held
Sunday afternoon Chapel Services on top of a chairlift. Melva did ministry receipts and paperwork,
helped with crafts at the nursing home and visited shut ins.

Ski Area Ministry: We've had great attendance at the Mountaintop Chapels this year, averaging 25
or more with around 70 on Palm Sunday and Easter. On Easter morning, I was still struggling with
what the Lord wanted me to share on the mountain. I read an interview with that renowned
theologian Billy Ray Cyrus (of "Achy Breaky Heart" fame) who reminded me that Easter was all
about John 3:16. He was right and that was my message. Our weekly ski instructor Bible study has
truly been a blessing as well.

Saturday Night Worship: What a wonderful, wacky, bunch we have on Saturday Nights as we go
verse by verse through books of the Bible. We video the services so let us know if you would like
the link by email. Full disclosure: They're "unpolished" ©.

401 Ute Lane Gunnison, Colorado 81230 (970) 641-3583
Email: barton@gunnison.com Website: rickbartonministries.org
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Fire and Police New Testaments: This week we received word from a Canadian Chaplain that he was able 
to minister to the family and co-workers of a young firefighter who died.  He used the New Testaments 
and devotionals we had sent him to share God’s love.  The Lord has been pleased to use these pocket-
sized Testaments and daily devotionals in wonderful ways.  Inserted in the pages are pictures and 
testimonies by a number of us along with the plan of salvation.  So far, we’ve sent out over 21,000 fire and 
police New Testaments around the world with requests this month coming from British Columbia and 
Washington DC, as well as North and South Carolina!  Your prayers and support make this possible, 
Thank You!

Missionaries: Several years ago, we felt a burden to help our “alumni” missionaries and pastors in the 
field prepare financially for the day they retire from their posts.  Sadly, we often see faithful workers 
facing major financial hurdles upon their return.  So, as the Lord allowed, we started sending a year-end 
gift from RBM to help them start or build up their retirement fund.  This year, because of your faithful 
support, we are sending out support to 18 “alumni” and co-worker families.  Several have shared how 
they had little or no retirement savings and what a difference this makes.  One missionary family decided 
to only take part of what we sent and asked us to give the rest to another missionary!  The great reformer 
Martin Luther once said, “Even if I felt the Lord was returning tomorrow, I would plant a tree today.”  
Even though we hope and pray that Jesus is returning soon, we want to help these faithful servants 
prepare for tomorrow. 

Finances: “The generous man will be prosperous, And, he who waters will himself be 
watered.” (Proverbs 11:25).  We continue to see God’s faithfulness through each of you!  This year we 
were able to help many families in Jesus’ name.  We’ve been able to share with “alumni” missionaries 
around the country and around the world! *Our benevolence fund was down to fifty dollars with more 
families in need over Christmas, and the funds came just in time!  The Lord has used your prayers and 
support to enable us to continue to minister in many ways!

Family:  What a joy to see our children and grandchildren grow in the Lord!  Part of our New Year’s 
“refocusing” is that Melva and I are committed to spending time with each of our children and 
grandchildren this year.  Please pray this will happen.

More Testimonies and Prayer Requests:  Testimonies include the Lord sparing Glenda Schammerhorn’s 
life after a heart attack; Glenda and Jimmy direct the chapel services in Tin Cup.  We’ve experienced the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit upon us as we share in town and on the mountain.  Please continue to pray 
for CRU staff Rick and Soozie Schneider as Rick fights a major battle against disease, and for little Owen 
Pennington to be healed. Please continue to pray for the Holy Spirit’s anointing as we share in Josephine, 
Texas February 2-5, on the mountain each Sunday and Wednesday, and our Saturday night services.  
Thank You! 

Upcoming: Please see attachment

By His grace and to His glory, Rick and Melva Barton
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Mountaintop Chapel Children’s Choir Teaching on Saturday Night

Upcoming: Lord willing, we will be sharing in the following places. Please pray for these services!

April 14 Colorado Springs Ministry Update Dinner @ Mimi's on Academy
April 20 Edmond OK Ministry Update Lunch @Johnnies Hamburgers
April 21-24 Guthrie OK Revival Services@ Abell Community Church
May 26 Worship Service @ Pitkin Community Church

June 2 Tin Cup CO Worship Service @ Tin Cup Community Church
June 9 Worship Service @ Pitkin Church (tentative)
June 30 Tin Cup CO Worship Service and Music program following
July 11-14 Cattlemen's Day Chaplain and Rodeo Service
August 1-3 Colorado Springs Rick Barton Ministries Board Meeting
September 1 Tin Cup CO Worship Service @ Tin Cup Community Church
September 29 Worship Service@ Pitkin Community Church
October 20-23 Guthrie OK Bible Conference@ Abell Community Church

Finances: By God's grace and your faithful support, we were able to send a gift to 18 "alumni"
missionaries, pastors of small churches, and missionary widows. We send this gift to help them
establish or bolster their retirement and/or emergency savings. One widow who served with her
husband in Bible translation wrote that she had been praying about how to pay her property taxes,
and the gift came. You are making a difference! As God's word says, "you will be enriched in
everything for all liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God." (2 Corinthians

Family: Everyone seems to finally be healthy! We would ask you to continue to pray for our
granddaughters Hannah and Bethan in London. They are having a difficult adjustment with their
move from Scotland to London, and for our daughter Rebekah, husband Nick and granddaughter
Kailani. They haven't gotten involved in fellowship and serving the Lord yet. Thank you for praying
for our family!

Prayer Requests: Please pray for the anointing of the Holy Spirit as we share locally and in
Oklahoma. Please pray for both our voices to recover fully, they were weakened through our
sicknesses this winter and haven't fully recovered. Please pray the Lord will reveal those who are to
fill in behind us and share the ministry with us. Thank you! Your prayers really do work!

By His grace and to His glory, Rick and Melva Barton

Mountaintop Chapel Children's Choir Teaching on Saturday Night
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